


Florida Tech Operations and Planning
The Department of Security website has information regarding hurricane preparedness and other campus safety initiatives.
Florida Tech Emergency Plans 
Emergency Information Line: 888-820-4636 (recorded updates)
Safety Alerts - Rave 
Florida Tech Safe app • fit.apparmor.com/clients/fit.edu
National Hurricane Center 
The National Hurricane Center (NHC) is the official source for predictions, 
advisories, warnings, satellite images and analysis of hazardous tropical 
weather. • nhc.noaa.gov
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
The “Ready” website has information to help you prepare for disasters. This 
includes putting together an emergency plan and emergency supply kit. • 
ready.gov
Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) 
FDEM provides pre- and post-event information and planning tools on its 
website. • floridadisaster.org 
City of Melbourne 
melbourneflorida.org

Your individual preparedness contributes significantly to Florida Tech’s ability to prepare for, respond to and recover from any storm—minor or major. The 
information contained in this guide is intended to help you prepare. 

Additional hurricane preparedness information is available from the FEMA website at ready.gov/hurricanes as well as other resources listed in this guide.

This guide can serve as your ready reference for the specific activities that are likely to occur should a tropical storm or hurricane threaten the Melbourne and 
Brevard County area. Hurricane season encompasses June through November with August to October being the most active months. Prior to this time, it is 
important to prepare by maintaining a disaster supply kit, having a plan in place, and keeping track of the weather and university communications.

Hurricane season begins on June 1 and runs through Nov. 30.
Tropical depressions are low-pressure storm systems with maximum sustained surface winds of 38 mph or less. Tropical storms have maximum sustained surface 
winds of 39–73 mph. Hurricanes are large, spiraling tropical cyclones with wind speeds of at least 74 mph and can elevate to over 160 mph and unleash more than 
2.4 trillion gallons of rain per day. 40% of the hurricanes that occur in the U.S. hit Florida, so it’s critical for the Florida Tech community to be alert and prepared. 
Remember, tropical storms and hurricanes can intensify and change direction within hours.

The National Weather Service (NWS) and National Hurricane Center (NHC) release information regarding storm strength, forward speed, timing and landfall 
probabilities. States, communities, local weather forecasters and others rely on this information to decide when to take preparedness actions and to make 
evacuation recommendations and decisions. Florida Tech monitors weather forecasts from the NWS and NHC and receives situational reports from both Florida 
Division of Emergency Management and the Brevard County Office of Emergency Management regarding actions taken for our community.

Watch vs. Warning
Hurricane watches and warnings are issued by the National Hurricane Center; these designations correspond to hours before the estimated time of arrival of gale 
force or hurricane force winds, and the likelihood the event is to occur.

A watch lets you know that weather conditions are favorable for a hazard to occur. Watches are issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm 
force winds. During a weather watch, gather awareness of the specific threat and prepare for action—monitor the weather to find out if severe weather conditions 
have deteriorated and discuss your protective action plans with your family.

A warning requires immediate action. Warnings are issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm force winds. This means a weather hazard is 
imminent—it is either occurring (for example, a tornado has been spotted)—or it is about to occur at any moment. It is important to act during a weather warning.

Watches and warnings associated with tropical weather are:



Forecast Cone
The National Hurricane Center (NHC) uses models and  historical data to predict the path of the center of tropical storms and the eye of hurricanes. The forecast 



Pets/ESAs
Do not leave your animals behind. Prepare a safe location for your animals—this may be with you, with 
a friend, in a kennel in a non-evacuation zone or in a pet-friendly shelter. Pet-friendly shelters will only 
accept dogs and cats with up-to-date vaccinations and registration. Visit Brevard County’s emergency 
management website (brevardfl.gov/emergencymanagement) for more information.

Pet Disaster Supplies:
•	 Proper ID collar with current  

rabies vaccination
•	 Vaccination paperwork
•	 Ample food, water, treats, cleaning 

supplies and litter, if necessary

•	 Crate and leash. Cats need a crate 
large enough to contain litter, food 
and water

•	 Any required medication

Transportation
If leaving the area by car, fill your gas tank and prepare your vehicle for travel as the storm approaches. 

Tech parking decal is properly displayed so you can be identified as the owner.

If you choose to evacuate by plane, be aw
re that returning to campus may be challenging due to fuel 
rationing, demand for flights and overwhelmed airports.

sh
re driving and lodging expenses with friends or family.

Evacuation Shelters
Shelter space is o 0 0ften limited, and it is difficult to safegu
rd your personal belongings. Evacuation 

treat shelters as a refuge o 0 0f last resort. Attempt to stay with friends and family in non-evacuation 
zones, or other lodging alternatives.


