
Semester in Review
By Lisa Perdigao, Ph.D., Assistant Vice President, Honors College
The Florida Tech Honors College was established in 
fall 2019. A total of 117 freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors representing the College of Aeronautics, 
Nathan M. Bisk College of Business, College of 
Engineering and Science, and College of Psychology 
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Thank You
Special thanks to those who contributed to this issue of the Honors College 
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Honors College
Faculty and Staff, Spring 2020

Faculty
Lisa Perdigao, Ph.D., Assistant Vice President
Margaret Moore, Administrative Assistant III

Faculty Fellows
James Brenner, Ph.D., Department of Biomedical and Chemical Engineering and Sciences
Alan Brown, Ph.D., Department of Biomedical and Chemical Engineering and Sciences
Travis Conradt, Ph.D., School of Psychology 
Kastro Hamed, Ph.D., Department of Mathematical Sciences
Cecilia Knoll, Ph.D., Department of Mathematical Sciences
Csaba Palotai, Ph.D., Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Ronnal Reichard, Ph.D., Department of Ocean Engineering and Marine Sciences
Matthew Ruane, Ph.D., School of Arts and Communication
Michael Slotkin, Ph.D., Nathan M. Bisk College of Business
Brooke Wheeler, Ph.D., College of Aeronautics

Student Honors Council
Dylan Barnes, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Jake Cole, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Kayla Decker, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Martine Fredrickson, School of Psychology
Luis Mantilla Garcia, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Connor Geran, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Grace Harrington, Department of Biomedical and Chemical Engineering and Sciences
Sam Kaynor, Department of Computer Engineering and Sciences
Alecea Nelson, Department of Biomedical and Chemical Engineering and Sciences
Caroline Sisko, Department of Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences
Kelly Van Woesik, Department of Mathematical Sciences

Honors College Student Ambassadors
Laura Guidugli, Department of Biomedical and Chemical Engineering and Sciences
Sam Kaynor, Department of Computer Engineering and Sciences

Honors College Student Intern
Martine Fredrickson, School of Psychology

Save the Date

Spring/Summer 2020 Calendar of Events
Florida Collegiate Honors Council Annual Conference.... Feb. 7–9

Big Day of Service................................................................ Feb. 23

TED Talk: "How Not To Be Ignorant About The World"........ Feb. 25

Disney Leadership Strategies.........................................  March 21

University Honors Convocation......................................... April 23

Discovery Day..................................................................... April 25

Academic Calendar
Spring 2020 Classes Begin..................................................Jan. 13

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no classes).................................Jan. 20

International Festival............................................................Feb. 16

Midterm Grading Opens...................................................... Feb. 28

Spring Break (no classes)...............................................March 9–13

Last Day of Classes.............................................................April 29

Study Days (no classes)............................................ April 30–May 1

Final Exams....................................................................... May 4–8

Spring Commencement Ceremonies...................................May 9

First Day of Summer Classes (8-, 9- and 11-week terms)........ May 18

Memorial Day (no classes).....................................................May 25

Independence Day (no classes)............................................... July 3

First Day of Summer Classes (6-week term)........................June 22

Summer Commencement Ceremonies................................ Aug. 1

Announcements
New Faculty Fellows

James Brenner, Ph.D., is a new faculty fellow for the Honors 
College. He is also the materials lab coordinator and 
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Student Reflection On
Disney Leadership 
Strategies
By Thomas Mathey
The Disney Leadership Strategies trip to 
Epcot that I attended last year as a Panther 
Distinguished Scholar was undoubtedly my 



Faculty  
Fun Facts
The Honors College invited one of our 
faculty fellows, Matthew Ruane, Ph.D., 
to answer a couple of questions for this 
issue's Faculty Fun Facts.

What was your dream job 
when you were my age?

 When I was an undergraduate, I 
wanted to be a lawyer until the spring of 
my senior year. I realized at that point 
there were too many lawyers in the U.S., 
and it wasn't what I wanted to do with my 
life. I then tried to become a diplomat, 
but that didn't work out either. After 
GRADUATING
�)�WENT�INTO�ǠNANCE�FOR�TWO�
years, before going back to grad school. For 
more than 20 years, I have been doing what 
)�KNEW�)�WAS�MEANT�TO�DO�j

Why did you go into this career?

 I enjoy teaching, and I think I am an 
excellent classroom instructor. There is 
nothing more satisfying than seeing a 
STUDENT�SUDDENLY�gGET�IT�̓ j

What career accomplishment 
are you most proud of?

 Being invited three times to attend 
Infusing Institutes at the East-West Center 
IN�(AWAII��)�ǠRST�ATTENDED�IN�����
�WHEN�)�
spent three weeks learning about South 
Asia (India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nepal and 
Bhutan), then in 2012 for China and Japan, 
AND�ǠNALLY�IN������FOR�+OREA��)ʼVE�BEEN�ABLE�
TO�TAKE�THE�MATERIAL�)�LEARNED�AND�gINFUSEʼ�IT�
INTO�COURSES�)�TEACH��)ʼM�PARTICULARLY�HAPPY�
to have created an entire course on British 
India that has been successfully run three 
TIMES�SO�FAR�j

Why did you offer to teach a class 
for Honors College students?

 I believe in the mission of the Honors 
College and in the chance to teach the best 
and the brightest students at Florida Tech. 
I hope to expose them to new ideas and 
give them a chance to express their own 
conclusions about the complex relationship 
BETWEEN�WAR�AND�TECHNOLOGY�j

Who would you say is 
your role model?

�9OU�KNOW
�THIS�IS�ALWAYS�A�DIǢCULT�
question, but if I were being 100% honest, 
I would have to say George Washington. 
.OT�ONLY�WAS�HE�THE�ǠRST�PRESIDENT�OF�
the U.S., but he tried to be the best 
president he could be and hoped he had 
left the new nation on the best path to 
SUCCESS��-ORE�THAN�����YEARS�LATER
�)ʼM�
not exactly sure he would be happy with 
the current state of political discourse (he 
thought political parties would damage 
the nation), but I believe he might be 
encouraged by the general success of our 
DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENT�j

Please share your favorite hobby 
or activity in your spare time.




